The Honorable John Laird

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249
RE: 
AB 2270 (Laird and Feuer) – Recycled Water Use

Dear Assemblyman Laird,

On behalf of ______ I write in support of AB 2270 (Laird and Feuer) which will substantially assist California in meeting the statewide goal of recycling one million acre feet per year by 2010.

In 1991, California adopted statutory goals for the use of recycled water. It is the only water source whose importance to our water supply is recognized with this level of specificity. California has not met its recycled water use goals and because of this, in 2002, the Legislature convened the Recycled Water Task Force to identify constraints, impediments and opportunities for the increased use of recycled water. AB 2270 addresses three major Task Force recommendations.

1. To help achieve the recycled water goals in this era of growing water demand and increasingly constrained water supply, AB 2270 changes the recycled water goals into targets and requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to include the targets in the California Water Plan and revise the targets every five years. Giving DWR this expanded role of accountability and planning for recycled water use fulfills a recommendation of the Task Force which called for more state leadership in support of recycling.

2. AB 2270 requires recycled water producing agencies and urban water suppliers to more accurately report their recycled water use to regional water boards through their permit process and their urban water management plans. Reliable tracking of the recycled water supply is critical to the state’s planning and funding for recycled water projects and is key to reaching the statutory targets.

3. Finally, AB 2270 addresses one of the greatest impediments to water recycling; controlling the discharge of salts into community wastewater sewer systems. These discharges increase the salinity of recycled water which can constrain its use because of potential impacts to irrigated landscapes and high quality groundwater. The Task Force identified residential water softeners as a pollution source and recommended legislation that “empowers” local agencies to regulate discharges of residential water softeners into sewer systems. 

The first attempt at implementing the Task Force recommendation on salt pollution came in 2003 when the Legislature enacted AB 334 (Goldberg). It eliminated some of the most onerous constraints on local authority but still required local agencies to undertake substantial technical analysis before enacting local ordinances to control the discharge of a pollutant. Simply put, current law still places an inappropriate, heavy burden of proof on local agencies instead of encouraging source control activities which prevent pollution, preserve water quality and enhance the state’s water supply. 

AB 2270 changes this burden of proof and appropriately recognizes the important role of the State and Regional Water Resources Control Boards in protecting water quality. The Bill authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board or a Regional board to make a finding that the control of residential salinity input will contribute to achievement of water quality objectives, and that any local agency that maintains a community sewer system in an area affected by the finding may enact an ordinance to control residential salinity inputs, including water softeners, to protect the quality of the waters of the state. 

This is an important tool for the State or Regional Boards to protect water sources from unnecessary salt pollution and to encourage recycled water use. Every day we delay in limiting softeners is a day of wasted water.   

AB 2270 enhances the reliability of the State’s water supply and provides local agencies with the authority they need to protect water quality. We respectfully urge your support for AB 2270.

Sincerely,
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